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Wildlife Rescue 

A wet summer season is always a welcome spectacle. 
The showers transform the dry, desiccated scenery into a 
rich assortment of different shades of green and brightly 
coloured flowers. Farmers in particular, know they can 
look forward to a rich harvest provided their crops are 
protected from animals that are drawn by the expanse of 
fertile fields. 

One of these animals is the zebra, well known for invading 
crops during the rainy season. Unlike many of the large 
ungulates of Africa, zebras prefer but do not require short 
grass to graze on. In consequence, they range more 
widely than many other species, even into woodland, and 
they are often the first grazing species to appear in a well 
vegetated area. Only after zebras have cropped and 
trampled the long grasses do wildebeests and impala 
move in.

Zebras are highly social and usually form small family 
groups consisting of a single stallion with several mares 
and their recent offspring. From time to time, zebra fami-
lies group together into large herds with other grazing 

species such as the Blue Wildebeests. 

As a result, the spread of agriculture is one of the main 
threats to zebra. Their habitat is destroyed to make room 
for new farmland, and they are hunted and killed, not only 
for their skins but to reduce competition for grazing land 
with domestic livestock. When close to large human 
settlements and urban areas, zebras are especially 
vulnerable to vehicles on main roads.
 
With all these pressures lurking, keeping our zebras safe 
requires a concerted effort as they are a treasure to be 
valued. Our Veterinary and Wildlife Rescue team (VWR) led 
by Dr. Columbus Chaitezvi, is committed to responding to 
reports in the shortest time possible. Their philosophy is 
founded upon the protection of animals while avoiding 
conflict with humans. With over 40 years’ collective 
experience in rescuing and relocating animals, one is 
assured that the VWR team will deliver when called upon. 

If you wish to support this cause, contact the Director 
General for more information.

 

“Saving our Zebras” 
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A stakeholder validation workshop took 
place on the 27th and 28th of February for the 
development of General Management Plans 
for Kazuma Pan, Victoria Falls and Zambezi 
National Parks. These plans are strategic in 
acting as bankable documents to attract 
funding from diverse conservation partners, 
provide direction for the day-to-day 
management of respective Protected Areas, 
and enables adherence to international best 
practices in Protected Area Management 
among others. 

Over 40 tourism stakeholders were present, 
collectively representing the three protected 
areas and buffer zones. The sessions were 
led by Dr. Ian Games and Mr. Courage 
Mutema, the Principal Park Planning Officer. 
This process is expected to take one year and 
will give birth to 2 blue prints with 10 year life 
spans; the Kazuma Pan and Zambezi/ Victoria 
Falls National Park General Management 
Plans 2023 - 2032

So far, this has been a complex, challenging 
and exciting process considering the World 
Heritage Site within the geographical space 
under planning. This is also coupled with the 
need to synchronize other planning layers 
such as the Kavango Zambezi (KAZA) 
Transfrontier Conservation Area Master 
Integrated Development Planning, Strategic 
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 
planning for the Mosi-oa-Tunya/ Victoria Falls 
World Heritage Property and the Joint 
Integrated Management Planning for the 
same World Heritage Property. 

The planning process was highly interactive 
and participatory where four main thematic 
areas were exhausted through the delibera-
tions, that is, ecological management, tour-
ism development and management, collabo-
rative and outreach management and park 
operations. Many thanks go to IFAW for the 
technical and financial assistance, Zimparks 
and all conservation partners for their 
support.

Scientific Research 

“Protected Area Management
 Plans are critical for Effective

 Biodiversity Conservation”
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Kapenta Fish Limnothrissa Miodon A stakeholder validation workshop took 
place on the 27th and 28th of February for the 
development of General Management Plans 
for Kazuma Pan, Victoria Falls and Zambezi 
National Parks. These plans are strategic in 
acting as bankable documents to attract 
funding from diverse conservation partners, 
provide direction for the day-to-day 
management of respective Protected Areas, 
and enables adherence to international best 
practices in Protected Area Management 
among others. 

Over 40 tourism stakeholders were present, 
collectively representing the three protected 
areas and buffer zones. The sessions were 
led by Dr. Ian Games and Mr. Courage 
Mutema, the Principal Park Planning Officer. 
This process is expected to take one year and 
will give birth to 2 blue prints with 10 year life 
spans; the Kazuma Pan and Zambezi/ Victoria 
Falls National Park General Management 
Plans 2023 - 2032

So far, this has been a complex, challenging 
and exciting process considering the World 
Heritage Site within the geographical space 
under planning. This is also coupled with the 
need to synchronize other planning layers 
such as the Kavango Zambezi (KAZA) 
Transfrontier Conservation Area Master 
Integrated Development Planning, Strategic 
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 
planning for the Mosi-oa-Tunya/ Victoria Falls 
World Heritage Property and the Joint 
Integrated Management Planning for the 
same World Heritage Property. 

The planning process was highly interactive 
and participatory where four main thematic 
areas were exhausted through the delibera-
tions, that is, ecological management, tour-
ism development and management, collabo-
rative and outreach management and park 
operations. Many thanks go to IFAW for the 
technical and financial assistance, Zimparks 
and all conservation partners for their 
support.
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English Name  Scientific Name   Ndebele Name   Shona Name
Thick Tailed 
Bush Baby
Life span 8years        Gestation period 130 dys

MAMMALS OF ZIMBABWE

Galago 
crassicaudatu

Impukunyoni Chigwee



Chizarira National Park is Zimbabwe’s fourth largest National Park, and an area described as “remotely 
wild”. The name Chizarira is from the Batonka word Chijalila meaning ‘great barrier’. Due to its remoteness, there is a 
sense of tranquility and ruggedness that comes with it.  The national park is best known for its gorges and distant 
views of the mighty Zambezi Valley and the upper waters of Lake Kariba; these provide captivating scenes that may 
be cherished for a lifetime. 

Numerous natural springs and open plains with lush vegetation provide a haven for several species including all of 
the big five except the rhinoceros which may be found elsewhere in Zimbabwe. Chizarira also hosts rare animals like 
Roan antelope and tsessebe that may be hard to find (if at all) in other parks.

The National Park is definitely a bucket-list item for adventurers. Walking trails within the gorges, 4x4 safaris and 
bird-watching are among some of its activities. One of the park’s most imposing features is the Mucheni gorge which 
stands at about 857m above sea level providing majestic views of the undulating landscape. One is also sure to 
experience an unforgettable encounter with the great Zambezi escarpment which stretches for 5km within Chizarira.

The national park is accessible by road, however, a high clearance vehicle is advised as the terrain is not suitable for 
a smaller vehicle. Air travel is also possible with an airstrip located within the park. This pristine retreat, neatly tucked 
away in north-western Zimbabwe may be described as one of the country’s best kept secrets; take a trip out there and 
experience it for yourself. You won’t regret it!

For enquiries or bookings contact the Zimparks Central Booking Office on +263772432148 or 
the ZimParks Whatsapp channel on +263776134164. 7

Chizarira 
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GONAREZHOU NATIONAL PARK IN THE 
GREAT LIMPOPO TRANSFRONTIER 
CONSERVATION AREA IN ZIMBABWE 
TO RECEIVE 3 MILLION EURO 
INVESTMENT

Transfrontier Conservation

The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
and Gonarezhou Conservation 
Trust in Zimbabwe have signed 
a new grant agreement for the 
Gonarezhou National Park 
Infrastructure Support 
Programme to be implemented 
for 3 years up to 2026. Through 
this grant, the Gonarezhou 
Conservation Trust will receive 
support from the Southern 
African Development 
Community (SADC) Transfron-
tier Conservation Areas (TFCA) 
Financing Facility worth Euros 3 
million to improve conservation 
outcomes through park infra-
structure   in Gonarezhou 
National Park, Zimbabwe. 

This funding is part of the 
Facility’s broader purpose of 
investing in tangible measures 
that strengthen ecological, 
economic, cultural and institu-
tional connectivity within TFCAs 
for the management of shared 
natural resources and sustaina-
ble development.
Gonarezhou National Park is 
Zimbabwe’s second largest 
National Park spanning over 
5,000 square kilometres of total 
land area. The Park is part of the 
interconnected ecosystems 
forming the Great Limpopo 
Transfrontier Park, an initiative 

between Mozambique, South Africa 
and Zimbabwe. “The signing of this 
grant is a huge milestone for us,” 
said Simon Capon, Business Direc-
tor of Gonarezhou National Park. “It 
will help to improve access roads 
and infrastructure for both protected 
area management and for tourists 
within the northern part of 
Gonarezhou National Park. It’s a 
game changer that will help us 
sustain the Park for future genera-
tions.”
Under this project, the specific 
interventions include upgrade of 
internal roads in the Park, construc-
tion of staff houses and tourist 
facilities. It is envisaged that the 
improved infrastructure will improve 
day-to-day park operations, tourism 
revenue, strengthen financial 
sustainability for the Park, and 
benefits to local communities. “This 
is significant not only for Zimparks 
alone, but for Zimbabwe as a whole 
for wildlife and local communities,” 
said Fulton Mangwanya, Director 
General of Zimbabwe Parks and 
Wildlife Management Authority. 
“There is no way we can protect the 
wildlife without the communities. 
They are our first line of defence.” 
This project will also create tempo-
rary employment opportunities for 
local communities living near the 
Park. 
“Transfrontier conservation is a vital 
component of the broader conserva-
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tion landscape. As the SADC Secretar-
iat, our role is to facilitate cross-bor-
der conservation efforts and we are 
proud to do so in partnership with our 
stakeholders. Now we have funding 
from the German Development Corpo-
ration of (BMZ) and KfW to facilitate 
that process.” said Ndapanda Kanime, 
Senior Programme Officer, SADC 
Secretariat. TFCAs are founded on the 
realisation that natural resources that 
straddle international boundaries are 
shared assets with the potential to 
meaningfully contribute to conserva-
tion of biodiversity and the socio-eco-
nomic development of rural communi-
ties. They provide a means of creating 
an enabling environment for local 
participation in decision-making 
processes, increasing opportunities 
for investment in income-generating 
activities for communities to improve 
local economies resulting in poverty 
reduction. The positive ecological 
effects of well-managed TFCAs further 
promotes sustainability of ecosystems 
and their capacity to provide the 
necessary goods and services 
required to support the sustainable 
development of the region through a 
unique level of regional cooperation 
amongst participating countries. 
“The Facility was created as a partner-
ship through the leadership of SADC 
Secretariat and with the generous 
support of the German Government to 
address the issue of financing that will 
support conservation outcomes. This 
collaboration speaks to the theme of 
this year’s World Wildlife Day: Partner-
ships for Wildlife Conservation,” 
acknowledged Luther Anukur, IUCN 
Regional Director for Eastern and 
Southern Africa. “This financing is 
looking at development with a holistic 
view of people, nature and wildlife to 
achieve comprehensive long-term 
results.”

FEBRUARY 2023



Training in Fish Farming for the Zimbabwe National Army
A twelve day fish farming training program took place at 
Battlefields 5 Brigade infantry from the 30th of January– 10th 
of February, 2023. The event was themed “Ensuring fish farm-
ing, inclusive growth and sustainability in harmony with 
principles of ecological integrity and conservation”, in align-
ment with the National Development Strategy (NDS1) pillar of 
Food Security and Nutrition. A total of 50 participants from all 
Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) brigades took part in the 
training.
 
The training included various topics such as introduction to 
fish farming, construction of ponds, new technology innova-

In the Community

tions and fish farming as a business all aimed at sustain-
able development to secure food, nutrition, employment 
and foreign currency generation.

Interactions between the learners and instructors 
through open discussions and suggestions ensured that 
knowledge was not only disseminated but understood by 
the participants. One area of note involved learning how 
to produce high quality yields using minimal natural 
resources and external supplies. All participants were 
ZNA staff members who represented different battalions 
across the country.

FISH FARMING TRAINING 
ZIMPARKS ARMS ZNA OFFICERS 
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Tourism

Rhodes Nyanga Hotel is the only hotel within Nyanga 
National park and has a rich history dating back to the 19th 
and early 20th century. Originally built in the late 1800’s by 
Cecil John Rhodes as a holiday cottage, it was transformed 
into a hotel in 1933 with 24 rooms that allow one to experi-
ence the refreshing atmosphere of Nyanga’s surroundings. 
The hotel features break out areas with lush, well-manicured 
gardens and beyond are stunning views of the mountainous 
landscape and the placid lake which shares the same name.  
The property is currently undergoing renovations to align 
with market needs and improve the guest experience with 
increased capacity to host weddings, conferences and 
other similar events. However, the hotel’s signature rustic 
appearance will be maintained and the project is expected 
to be complete in time for the Easter holidays. 

Next door to Rhodes Nyanga hotel is the Rhodes 
Nyanga Museum which provides a wide array of 
interesting articles on the history of Cecil John 
Rhodes and the native communities of Nyanga. 
Inside the national park one will find other historical 
sites such as the pit structures and forts, said to 
date from the 17th century. Natural attractions 
include the Brighton Beach natural pool, Nyan-
gombe falls, Pungwe falls and adrenalin activities 
such as the zipline and skywalk at Mtarazi falls.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipisc-
ing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut 
wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 
dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis 
at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facili

RHODES NYANGA 
HOTEL UNDER 
RENOVATION

FEBRUARY 2023
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“When life gives you lemons, you 
make lemonade.” This saying has been 
often repeated, illustrating how even the 
sourest of situations in life can be turned 
into something pleasant. But lemonade 
is not the only upside of lemons – they 
have been the basis of natural cures and 
cleansers since the dawn of time. It is 
said they were first cultivated in India, 
China and areas of South East Asia 

The Health Corner with ParksMed

.

LEMON 
“CLEANSES 

AND 
REGENERATES 

THE BLOOD”

about 4,000 years ago and found their way to Africa 
between AD100 and AD700 through Arab traders. 

The lemon’s positive effect on the blood such as 
improving blood fluidity, elimination of toxins and iron 
absorption make it an indispensable part of one’s diet. 
Its many benefits include strengthening the immune 
system, the reduction of excessive blood clotting, its 
use an anti-anaemic agent and management of arthri-
tis and rheumatism. D-limonene, found in the lemon 
peel has also been shown capable of neutralising 
certain carcinogens and linked with reduced risk of 
cancerous cells.-

Still these are not the only benefits, when going 
outdoors, lemons can be used to keep food fresh and 
get rid of grease stains and odors. Ants can also be a 
problem, but lemons discourage them from approach-
ing and no ant has to die from toxic insect killers in 
nature. Finally, dry lemon peels can act as an aromatic 
fire starter as they put off a sunny citrus scent while 
they burn

All these benefits and more make lemons an all-purpose 
wonder fruit

12
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Counselling Desk 

The grief one experiences after losing a loved one can never be overstated. It is painful and we often deal with it in 
different ways because of our varying personalities. However, during the grieving process, before acceptance, one is 
expected to go through at least two of the following stages, that is, denial, anger, bargaining and depression.

Apart from depression; denial, anger and bargaining are often coping mechanisms. Denial, as long as it’s not 
protracted, allows one to absorb the news then process it.  Anger is also a normal emotion, often directed at the 
perceived perpetrator or cause of death. With proper counselling it may be managed, allowing one to come to terms 
with reality and move on. Bargaining often takes place when one feels defenceless and vulnerable. Christians may 
turn to God and make promises in exchange for some sort of relief while others may turn to their higher power or 
persons they feel maybe in a position to help them. 

Depression however, is highly underestimated. If not checked early, it will result in the deterioration of mental health 
leading to unfortunate consequences. Sometimes, even the strongest and most cheerful among us may be depressed, 
therefore it is important to constantly check on them and provide support where possible.  

Finally, acceptance entails embracing the reality as it truly is. Still, this may not mean the absence of grief but that one 
has found a healthy means of dealing with the situation. For example, you may hear one say, “I am so fortunate to 
have had so many wonderful years with him/her and he/she will always be in my memories.”

Nonetheless, there is no one size fits all approach because of our unique backgrounds and characters. We all have 
different ways of dealing with loss. If you know someone going through such a situation, try your best to be there for 
them and seek professional help where necessary.

DEALING WITH LOSS
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LAKE CHIVERO RECREATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Rock Paintings
Fishing
Boating
Walking Trails
Rhino Trails
Canoeing

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (34 Beds)
Chalets, (50 Beds)
Campsites,
Function Catering
Picnic Sites
Festivals Venue
Nearest Town  
Harare 37km9

Tourist Attractions
Boating
Fishing
Birdwatching
Braai Picnics

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (8 Beds)
Campsites,
Picnic Sites

Nearest Town  
Harare 76km
Norton 36km

DARWENDALE DAM RECREATIONAL PARK
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CHINHOYI CAVES RECREATIONAL PARK

NGEZI RECREATIONAL PARK

NYANYANA - LAKE KARIBA 

EWANRIGG BOTANICAL GARDENS

10

Tourist Attractions
Aloe Garden
Walking Trails
Birdwatching
Bicycle Riding
Exotic & Indigenous 
Plants Nursery

Tourist Facilities
Picnic Sites
Restaurant 
Campsites,
Wedding Venue
Function Catering
Wedding Venue
Nearest Town  
Harare 38km

Tourist Attractions
Cave Exploration
School Trips
Scuba Diving
Wedding Venue

Tourist Facilities
Motel (48 Beds)
Conferences
Campsites,
Swimming Pool
Function Catering
Picnic Sites
Nearest Town  
Chinhoyi 8km

Tourist Attractions
Family Fun Center
Braai Party Venue 
Boating
Fishing
Birdwatching
Group Tours 
Catering

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (36 Beds)
Chalets, 
Campsites,

Nearest Town  
Turf (Zimplats) 
13km
Harare 192km

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Tiger Fishing
Kariba Dam Wall
Boating
Boat Cruises
Houseboats
Crocodile Farm

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (12 Beds)
Campsites,

Picnic Sites
Nearest Town  
Kariba 20km
Harare 360km14

NYANGA NATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Mount Nyangani
Mtarazi Falls
Zipline & Skybridge
Fly Fishing (Trout)
Hiking Trails
Canoeing
Worlds View

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (154 Beds)
Chalets,
Campsites, Picnic
Conferences
Function Catering
Nearest Town  
Harare 264km
Mutare 108km15

OSBORNE DAM RECREATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Canoeing
Fishing
Boating

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (10 Beds)
Campsites,
Picnic Sites

Nearest Town  
Mutare 34km
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Tourist Attractions
Game Drives
Lake Mutirikwi
Fishing
Boating
Great Zimbabwe
Rhino Trails
Picnics
Sikato Bay

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (31 Beds)
Campsites,
Conferences
School Trips
Function Catering
Nearest Town  
Masvingo 33km
Harare    325km 

Tourist Attractions
Exotic Garden
Walking Trails
Birdwatching
Vumba Run 
Marathon
Picnics

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (8 Beds)
Garden Cafe
Campsites,
Wedding Venue
Function Catering
Nearest Town  
Mutare   21km
Harare 284km19
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VUMBA BOTANICAL GARDENS

KYLE RECREATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Chilojo Cliffs
Bush Camps
Walking Safaris
Chipinda Pools

1

2

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Fishing
Wilderness Trails
Moonlight Viewing
Viewing Platforms

Big 5!

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (56 Beds)
Chalets, (38 Beds)
Cottages (26 Beds)
Campsites,
Restaurant,
Fuel Station
Nearest Town  
Hwange 80km

Tourist Facilities
Tent Lodges, 16bed
Lodges (28 Beds)
Campsites, (14 Sites)

Nearest Town  
Chiredzi 55km
Harare   473km

GONAREZHOU NATIONAL PARK
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VICTORIA FALLS & ZAMBEZI NATIONAL PARK
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MATOPOS NATIONAL PARK

MANAPOOLS NATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Boat Cruises
White Water Rafting 
Skydiving
Bunjee Jumping
Ab Seiling

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (80 Beds)
Campsites (4 Sites)

Nearest Town  
Victoria Falls 5km
Bulawayo 444km

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Canoeing
Fishing
Guided Walks
Lion Tracking

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (28 Beds)
Tent Lodges (10 Beds)
Campsites, (30 sites)
Exclusive Camps
Nearest Town  
Chirundu 139km
Harare 391km

Tourist Attractions
Balancing Rocks
Game Viewing
Rhodes Grave
Fishing
Boating
Walking Trails
Rhino Trails
Bicycle Safaris

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (62 Beds)
Chalets, (8 Beds)
Campsites,
Tennis Court
Function Catering
Picnic Sites
Nearest Town  
Bulawayo 34km
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CHIMANIMANI NATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Bridal Veil Falls
Mountain Hut
Cave Exploration
Mountain Hiking
Walking Trails
Scenic Viewing
Birdwatching

Tourist Facilities
Campsites,
Picnic Sites

Nearest Town  
Mutare 151km
Harare 414km

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Walking Trails
Educational Trips

Tourist Facilities
Lodge,(10 beds)
Guesthouse,(4beds)
Campsites,
Wedding Venue
Function Catering
Conferences
Nearest Town  
Harare 25km

BOULTON ATLANTICA CENTRE 
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MATUSADONA NATIONAL PARK

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Fishing

Big 5!

Tourist Facilities
Lodges, (16 beds)
Chalets,

Nearest Town  
Gokwe 203km

HWANGE NATIONAL PARK

Cnr Borrowdale Rd/Sandringham Drive, National Botanical Gardens | Harare | Zimbabwe
 Central Reservations +263-4-706077/8 

bookings@zimparks.org.zw In harmony with nature..In harmony with nature..www.zimparks.org
Bookings | +263776134164 

YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE HOLIDAY IS IN ZIMBABWE
MUSHANDIKE SANCTUARY

Tourist Attractions
Game Viewing
Fishing
Guided Walks
Picnic Sites
Great Zimbabwe
(60kms)

Facilities
Lodges, (10 Beds)
Wildlife Education
Conferencing
Sports 
Function Catering
Swimming Pool
Nearest Town  
Masvingo 29km

VISIT ZIMBABWE FOR AN 
EXCITING  ADVENTURE HOLIDAY 
AND EXPERIENCE UNTAMED 
WILDLIFE ENERGY.  

NEW ATTRACTIONS 
SKYWALK - MUTARAZI FALLS NYANGA

SKY DIVING  - VICTORIA FALLS 

RESTAURANT

GAME DRIVE

BIRD WATCHING

FUEL STATION

CLINIC

CAMPING

CARAVAN

LODGES

CLINIC

CLINIC

ACTIVITIES OFFERED 
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